Genesis of the SAARC Inter-governmental Core-Group on Agriculture Research-Extension-Farmers Linkages (IGCG-REF)
The idea of setting up IGCG-REF was first mooted at a workshop organized by the SAARC Agriculture Centre in Hyderabad in November 2006. One of the key recommendations of the workshop was to establish this mechanism to guide collaboration in the areas of research and extension with two sub-groups each dedicated to research and extension. 
The Saarc Agriculture/Food Ministers’ Meeting (Islamabad, 2006) endorsed the same idea of creating the SAARC Inter-Governmental Core-Group on Agriculture Research-Extension-Farmers Linkages (IGCG-R-E-F) to develop a comprehensive linkage among researchers, extensionists, farmers, private sectors, including input dealers, farmers’ organizations, civil societies and organized media. It was stressed that research agenda should attach utmost importance to frontier technologies in order to attain genetic improvements with desired traits. Subsequently the Twenty-ninth Session of the Programming Committee (New Delhi, 30 March 2007) decided to establish the IGCG-R-E-F. The decision was later endorsed by the Fourteenth SAARC Summit (New Delhi, April 3-4, 2007).
Core purposes of the IGCG are: 

a. Coordinating institutions to be identified for both research and extension, in addition to designated national focal points.
b. E-based discussion groups to be formed, in addition to these institutionalized mechanism(s).  Private sector practitioners (such as media, input dealers, NGOs, farmers’ organizations etc.) are to be included in such groups.  SAIC may facilitate and coordinate this dialogue process.

c. Success stories, wherein strong R-E-F linkage mechanisms have evolved in SAARC countries to be documented and shared. Successful modules may be examined for adoption in other countries wherever feasible with suitable modifications.

d. Exchange of visits among volunteers and extension specialists to be accorded high priority.

IGCG-R-E-F met in 2007, 2009 and in June 2015. 

The first meeting of IGCG-REF was held in Dhaka in November 2007. The first meeting identified focal points, and coordinating institutions focusing on the research-extension-farmers’ linkage through capacity building for research and extension institutions and agri-practitioners, guided for documentation of success stories on agricultural practices in SAARC countries by the SAC, networking for Trial and Adoption of Varieties / Materials. According to the Group’s directives, meetings of counter-part scientists, training Programme on New Dimensions on R-E-F Linkages’ also took place.
Subsequently two other meetings of IGCG-REF took place in 2009 and 2015 respectively in Dehradun, India and Colombo, Sri Lanka. 
Among many other important activities, efforts related to breed improvement through exchange of cattle germplasm of high-yielding breeds of cow /buffalo, developing forty-three standards SAARC food-safety and quality standards for agricultural produce and finalization of the format for Material Transfer Agreement (MTA) which has later been incorporated as an integral part of the SAARC Seed Bank Agreement, may be highlighted. Mentionable that recently, SAC has hosted the ceremony of handing over and taking over of high-yielding Nili Ravi buffalo breed collected from Pakistan which had been initiated by this Group. 

The Third meeting of the SAARC Inter-governmental Core Group on Agricultural Research-Extension-Farmers Linkages held in Colombo from 25-26 June 2015 reiterated the need to implement timely regional projects on cutting edge issues in regional agriculture such as quality seeds, application of modern technology in farming, climate smart agriculture, setting up of regional gene bank, vaccine bank, technology transfer etc. 
The Third Meeting underscored the need for cooperation among the Member States in food and nutritional security, food safety, both from technological and regulatory purview, sustainable use of natural resources, and in sharing of climate resilient crop varieties and technologies, among others. The Meeting emphasized the need to implement timely regional projects on cutting edge issues in regional agriculture such as quality seeds, application of modern technology in farming, and climate smart agriculture, and also recommended developing and implementing a project proposal on farmer friendly ICT-based agricultural technique for precision farming with funds from SDF/multilateral organization. 

The Third Meeting of SAARC Agriculture Ministers (Dhaka, 7 April 2016) endorsed the recommendation of the SAOM that the Meeting of the Intergovernmental Core-Group on Agriculture Research-Extension-Farmers Linkages (IGCG-R-E-F) should take place in time and at a regular interval in a predictable manner so that issues pertaining to agriculture and rural development could be discussed regularly. The Meeting sought cooperation from the Member States in securing quorum for the meetings. The Meeting agreed that the IGCG-REF should have the capacity to develop important linkage among researchers, extensionists, farmers, private sectors including- input dealers, farmers’ organizations, civil societies and media. The Meeting also endorsed the recommendation of the last meeting to implement farmer friendly ICT- based agricultural technique for precision farming with funds from SDF/multilateral organizations.  

