the MULTI-STAKEHOLDERS’ DIALOGUE 

CONTEXT/Genesis
Cooperation in Agriculture and Rural Development is predated to SAARC’s establishment. Throughout the years the cooperation has passed through a number changes/evolution to meet the changing dynamics in the field. The present form of the SAARC Technical Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (TCARD) in 2002 ensures the evolution therein from the Study Group in 1981. The TCARD has also got another evolution in 2004 to bring non-farm sector in the account. 
However, always there was an urge of making the forum enable to be helped by the non-government entities including civil societies, academia/research institutions, media, private sector, INGOs, NGOs, farmers’ organizations and independent eminent personalities and experts. Considering the necessity, the Twenty-sixth Session of the SAARC Programming Committee (Dhaka, 8-9 November 2005) recommended a comprehensive guideline for the Technical Committees to make the efforts more effective for uplifting the lives of millions of South Asian living in the rural areas and attached to Agriculture. 
The Thirteenth SAARC Summit (Dhaka, 13 November 2005) endorsed the Guidelines of the Technical Committees, which, inter alia, stipulates that “…TCs should maintain effective interface with the expertise available within the Region, the regional think-tanks/institutions of repute. TCs should also function as fora for technical dialogue. As such, appropriate informal consultative and interactive session with the experts and representatives of civil societies, identified by the Member States, in the relevant fields may precede the TC sessions.” 

Afterwards, the Fifth Meeting of TCARD (Dhaka, 5-6 August 2009) decided that “In keeping with the Guidelines for the SAARC Technical Committees, next Sessions of TCARD should precede by a half-day Multi-stakeholders’ Dialogue involving think-tanks and other stakeholders in the civil society, preceding the formal Working Session of the Meeting”. 

Pursuant to the above, the then Chair of TCARD (Bangladesh) convened the First Multi-stakeholders’ Dialogue on Agriculture (Dhaka, 10 October 2010). The theme for the first Dialogue was ‘Management of Soil/Land–Towards Sustainable Agriculture in South Asia’. Subsequently, the Sixth Meeting of TCARD (Dhaka, 10-12 October 2010) considered the Summary of the Dialogue “with the observation that the Dialogue outcome would be considered by the SAARC Agricultural Ministers Meeting; and taken up in future by TCARD and SAC within respective deliberations /activities, gradually”.
The Second Multi-stakeholders’ Dialogue held in Dhaka on 4 April 2016 preceding the Eighth Meeting of TCARD (Dhaka, 4-5 April 2016). The theme of the Dialogue was on “Pulse Research and Development in SAARC Region: Challenges and Way Forward”. The Summary of the Dialogue was considered by the Eighth Meeting of TCARD and the SAARC Senior Agriculture Officials’ Meeting Preparatory to the Meeting of the Third Meeting of SAARC Agriculture Ministers (Dhaka, 06 April 2016). The Eighth Meeting of TCARD (Dhaka, 4-5 April 2016) appreciated the holding of the Dialogue having representation from government and non-government agencies, development partners, private sector agro-producers and farmers. It was decided that the Multi-Stakeholders’ dialogue would continue.
The Third meeting of the SAARC Agriculture Ministers (Dhaka, 7 April 2016) “endorsed the recommendation of SAOM of holding one-day multi-stakeholders’ dialogue preceding the TCARD meeting. The multi-stakeholders’ dialogue would have two segments: cross-cutting and thematic”.
Third Multi-Stakeholders’ Dialogue on Agriculture 

Accordingly, the Third Multi-Stakeholders’ Dialogue on Agriculture was held in Thimphu on 24 June 2019 on the theme “Sharing Seeds to enhance Food Security: ‘Seeds without Borders’ in SAARC Member States". The Dialogue preceded the Ninth Meeting of TCARD. The Dialogue was held in two segments, thematic and cross-cutting. The Dialogue made various recommendations on both its theme and on various cross-cutting regional issues/challenges in agriculture and rural development, which include harmonization of Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) Policies, sharing of germplasms, revitalization of rural activities, involvement of youth and women in agriculture, and building competitive agricultural value chains, among others. The Summary of the Dialogue was considered by the Ninth Meeting of TCARD and the SAARC Senior Agriculture Officials’ Meeting (Thimphu, 26 June 2019) preparatory to the Fourth Meeting of SAARC Agriculture Ministers.

Following is the list of Multi-stakeholders’ Dialogue on agriculture held:
	#
	Particulars
	Date and Venue
	Association
	Theme

	1. 
	First Multi-stakeholders’ Dialogue on agriculture
	Dhaka

10 October 2010
	Sixth TCARD
	Management of Soil / Land – Towards Sustainable Agriculture in South Asia

	2. 
	Second Multi-stakeholders’ Dialogue on agriculture
	Dhaka

4 April 2016
	Eighth TCARD
	Pulses for Food and Nutritional Security in the SAARC Region: Challenges and Way Forward

	3. 
	Third Multi-Stakeholders’ Dialogue on Agriculture
	Thimphu,

24 June 2019
	Ninth TCARD
	“Sharing Seeds to enhance Food Security: ‘Seeds without Borders’ in SAARC Member States"
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